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1. Evaluate	the	relative	importance	of	different	factors	that	caused	the	
movement	for	American	Independence	between	1754	and	1776.		In	your	
response,	consider	both	the	underlying	forces	and	specific	events	that	
contributed	to	the	growing	support	for	independence.	
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Source:	Benjamin	Franklin,	Join	or	Die,	Library	of	Congress	
	

	
	



www.Apprend.io	
Visit	Apprend.io	for	more	great	resources.	

	
	

Document	2	

	
	
	

Source:	The	Virginia	House	of	Burgess,	Virginia	Resolves,	1765	
	

Resolved, That his majesty's liege people of this his most ancient colony have enjoyed 
the right being thus governed by their own assembly, in the article of taxes and internal 
police; and that the same have never been forfeited or any other way yielded up, but 
have been constantly recognized by the kings and people of Great Britain. 

Resolved therefore, That the general assembly of the colony, together with his majesty 
or his substitute have in their representative capacity the only exclusive right and power 
to levy taxes and impositions on the inhabitants of this colony and that every attempt to 
vest such a power in any person or persons whatsoever other than the general assembly 
aforesaid is illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust, and ahs a manifest tendency to destroy 
British, as well as American freedom. 

Resolved, That his majesty's liege people, the inhabitants of this colony, are not bound 
to yield obedience to any law or ordinance whatsoever designed to impose any taxation 
whatsoever upon them, other than the laws and ordinances of the general assembly 
aforesaid. 

Resolved, That any person who shall by speaking or writing maintain that any person or 
persons other than the general assembly of this colony have any right or power to 
impose or lay any taxation whatsoever on the people here shall be deemed an enemy to 
this his majesty's colony.	
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Source:	George	Washington’s	Letter	to	Francis	Dandridge,	September	20,	1765	

... for certain it is, our whole Substance does already in a manner flow to Great Britain 
and that whatsoever contributes to lessen our Importation's must be hurtful to their 
Manufacturers. And the Eyes of our People, already beginning to open, will perceive, 
that many Luxuries which we lavish our substance to Great Britain for, can well be 
dispensd with whilst the necessaries of Life are (mostly) to be had within ourselves. 
This consequently will introduce frugality, and be a necessary stimulation to Industry. If 
Great Britain therefore Loads her Manufactures with heavy Taxes, will it not facilitate 
these Measures? they will not compel us I think to give our Money for their exports, 
whether we will or no, and certain I am none of their Traders will part from them 
without a valuable consideration. Where then is the Utility of these Restrictions? 

Source:	Samuel	Adams,	The	Rights	of	the	Colonist,	1772	
	
A commonwealth or state is a body politic, or civil society of men, united 
together to promote their mutual safety and prosperity by means of their 
union. 

The absolute rights of Englishmen and all freemen, in or out of civil society, 
are principally personal security, personal liberty, and private property. 

All persons born in the British American Colonies are, by the laws of God and 
nature and by the common law of England, exclusive of all charters from the 
Crown, well entitled, and by acts of the British Parliament are declared to be 
entitled, to all the natural, essential, inherent, and inseparable rights, liberties, 
and privileges of subjects born in Great Britain or within the realm. Among 
those rights are the following, which no man, or body of men, consistently 
with their own rights as men and citizens, or members of society, can for 
themselves give up or take away from others. 

First, "The first fundamental, positive law of all common wealths or states is 
the establishing the legislative power. As the first fundamental natural law, 
also, which is to govern even the legislative power itself, is the preservation of 
the society." 
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Source:	Samuel	Seabury,	Letts	of	a	Westchester	Farmer,	1775	
	

It has ever been esteemed the privilege of Englishmen to canvass freely, the 
proceedings of every branch of the legislature; to examine into all public 
measures; to point out the errors that are committed in the administration of 
the government, and to censure without fear the conduct of all persons in 
public stations, whose conduct shall appear to deserve it. The exercise of this 
right has always been considered as one of the grand pillars which support our 
present happy constitution. The liberty taken with the King, Lords and 
Commons in many late publications in England, must convince every man, 
that the English nation retains, unimpaired, this right of bringing the most 
respectable characters before the tribunal of the public: and is an incontestible 
proof that the nation is not enslaved. Nor is this privilege exercised with less 
freedom in America than England. Did not the Congress? Do not you 
yourself? Does not every pidler in politics, who calls himself a son of liberty, 
take the licence of censuring and condemning the conduct of the King, the 
Lords, and the Commons, the supreme sovereign authority of the whole 
British Empire? Blush then at your own effrontery, in endeavouring to 
intimidate your countrymen from exercising this Right with regard to the 
Congress. 

The Congress, Sir, was founded in sedition; its decisions are supported by 
tyranny; and is it presumption to controvert its authority? In your opinion, they 
"are restless spirits,"--enemies to the natural rights of mankind" who shall dare 
to speak against the Congress, or attempt to diminish the influence of their 
decisions:" while they are friends to America, and to the natural rights of 
mankind, who shall traduce and slander the sovereign authority of the nation; 
contravene and trample under foot the laws of their country. 
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Source:	Common	Sense,	Thomas	Pain,	1776	
 
For	all	men	being	originally	equals,	no	one	by	birth	could	have	a	right	to	set	up	his	own	
family	in	perpetual	preference	to	all	others	for	ever,	and	tho’	himself	might	deserve	
some	decent	degree	of	honours	of	his	cotemporaries,	yet	his	descendants	might	be	far	
too	unworthy	to	inherent	them.	One	of	the	strongest	natural	proofs	of	the	folly	of	
heredity	right	in	Kings,	is	that	nature	disapproves	it,	otherwise	she	would	not	so	
frequently	turned	it	into	ridicule,	by	giving	mankind	an	ass	for	a	lion.	
	

Source:	The	Declaration	of	Independence,	1776	
	
We	hold	these	truths	to	be	self-evident,	that	all	men	are	created	equal,	that	they	are	
endowed	by	their	Creator	with	certain	unalienable	Rights,	that	among	these	are	Life,	
Liberty	and	the	pursuit	of	Happiness.--That	to	secure	these	rights,	Governments	are	
instituted	among	Men,	deriving	their	just	powers	from	the	consent	of	the	governed,	--
That	whenever	any	Form	of	Government	becomes	destructive	of	these	ends,	it	is	the	
Right	of	the	People	to	alter	or	to	abolish	it,	and	to	institute	new	Government,	laying	its	
foundation	on	such	principles	and	organizing	its	powers	in	such	form,	as	to	them	shall	
seem	most	likely	to	effect	their	Safety	and	Happiness.	Prudence,	indeed,	will	dictate	
that	Governments	long	established	should	not	be	changed	for	light	and	transient	
causes;	and	accordingly	all	experience	hath	shewn,	that	mankind	are	more	disposed	to	
suffer,	while	evils	are	sufferable,	than	to	right	themselves	by	abolishing	the	forms	to	
which	they	are	accustomed.	But	when	a	long	train	of	abuses	and	usurpations,	pursuing	
invariably	the	same	Object	evinces	a	design	to	reduce	them	under	absolute	Despotism,	
it	is	their	right,	it	is	their	duty,	to	throw	off	such	Government,	and	to	provide	new	
Guards	for	their	future	security.--Such	has	been	the	patient	sufferance	of	these	
Colonies;	and	such	is	now	the	necessity	which	constrains	them	to	alter	their	former	
Systems	of	Government.		
	


